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DA T E O F 2 0 1 0  A W A R D S EV E N I N G  

With the last race of 
the 2010 season 
scheduled to take 
place at the end of 
October the Commit-
tee have decided to 
move the date of the 
annual awards eve-
ning and would like to 
know what the mem-
bers would prefer.  

The choice is to hold 
the event in early De-
cember or January 
2011.  All members of 
the M7RC can vote 
online, you will find a 
link in the M7RC Forum 
or they can send their 
preference by post to 
Mike Jackson by Fri-
day 18 December 

The Dunlop Mini 
Miglia and Mini Se7en 
Challenges have un-
veiled a seven meet-
ing ten round calen-
dar for the 40th anni-
versary celebrations 
of the launch of the 
Mini Miglias in 1970.   

 
The two leading club 
championships will 
return to Thruxton and 
Oulton Park in 2010, 
with the former being 
the CSMA promoted 
event, which should 
mean a big crowd. 
The Mini 7 Racing 
Club is also attending 
the BARC Truck meet-
ing in October for the 
Championship finale, 
with the additional 
possibility of a non 
championship meet-
ing in Mid September 
/ Mid October - more 
news on this when we 
get it. 

Provisional 2010 Calendar 
Round 1  10th April   Rockingham  

Rounds 2 & 3  8th / 9th May   Snetterton  

Round 4  29th May   Oulton Park  

Rounds 5 & 6  26th/27th June   Pembrey  

Round 7  18th July   Castle Combe  

Round 8  28th or 29th August  Thruxton 

  TBC Sept or Mid Oct  TBC 

Rounds 9 & 10  30th/31st October  Brands Hatch  
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“…. a big thank-
you must go to 
Mark Wanstall 
and his band of 
helpers, along 

with all of the car 
owners.”  
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www.mini7.co.uk  

for the latest 
news and results 

December 

Christmas is rapidly ap-
proaching and it only 
seems like yesterday that 
our season started back 
in April at Rockingham. 
With the publication of our 
2010 calendar {still provi-
sional and possibly to be 
‘tweaked’ with some addi-
tion{s} depending on Don-
ington’s future}, it looks as 
if next year we are in for 
another exciting season. 
My thanks to Colin Pea-
cock, who I know has 
been ‘telephonically’ 
backwards and forwards 
discussing with BARC, 
Dunlop etc. about the 
race calendar. Not an 
easy task to undertake. 
On a personal note, I’m 
pleased to see that sense 
has eventually prevailed 
about the venue for the 
British G.P. ~ to most of 
us, it seemed the wrong 
thing to even consider 
changing the venue. 
Silverstone is not perfect, 
what track is, and cannot 
be fairly compared with 
the likes of Dubai, China 
etc. but ‘dam it all’, it is 
where it all started back in 
1948! Anyway, got that off 
my Chest! 

 
Since my last chat, the 
Club attended a cold and 
very wet {hailstones on 
Sunday} Brands Hatch to 
participate in the annual 
event, namely Race Car 
Live. This is the Club’s 
opportunity to market it-
self and hopefully, en-
courage the public to join 
our Club. What a great 
turn out by the Club Mem-
bers, I think 9 cars were 
present to give the public 
a ride of their life. It was 
very encouraging to see 
that the Mini 7 Racing 
Club was not only the 
most popular garage, but 
also the most active on 
the track, putting a lot of 
the other Clubs / Champi-
onships to shame. 

{Biased or what!}. It was 
very ‘warming’ to hear 
that those who attended 
didn’t want to go along the 
lines of charging the pub-
lic, like most of the other 
groups! Maybe next year 
we will ask for a donation! 
To thank everyone who 
attended would take too 
long, but a big thank-you 
must go to Mark Wanstall 
and his band of helpers, 
along with all of the car 
owners. A good weekend!  

Returning to the 2010 
Calendar, Mike Jackson 
pointed out to me that 
there really isn’t going to 
be enough time 
{Championships being 
finalised, Cups engraved 
etc} between the end of 
the season {October 
30th/31st} and early No-
vember for our Awards 
evening to take place. For 
this reason, Jeff Carter 
has posted a voting form 
on the Website for you to 
make a decision about the 
date, either December or 
January. My preference is 
January, as it will act as a 
nice introduction to the 
season, between Christ-
mas and the AGM. So 
please vote online, the 
deadline is December 
18th. Also, please sug-
gest any new venue that 
you may feel is an im-
provement on this year. 
Either send your ideas to 
Jeff Carter or me.   

 

I have been in discussion 
with SPAX, Giles Insur-
ance and Corgi since my 
last ‘ramblings’. There will 
be more information on 
the first two in the next 
few weeks, but on the 
subject of Corgi ~ the 
Corgi models have repre-
sented a tremendous in-
come to Club over the ten 
years that they have been 
sponsoring the Club. Not 
only have some Members 
benefited by having their 

cars modelled {a great 
delight in itself} but also 
income of the order of 
£35,000 has resulted from 
this arrangement. This is 
to some degree about to 
end, and in this financial 
climate, understandable 
to some degree. To re-
ceive 150 complimentary 
models was a great sur-
prise to Hornby, who have 
now taken over Corgi. In 
summary, the Club will 
only receive 20 models! 
Discussions are still to be 
finalised, but it is clear 
that Corgi still wish to 
model the Club cars in the 
future. One suggestion 
from the Club has been to 
run two Corgi cars in 
2010, one Mini 7 or S 
Class and one Mini Miglia. 
These cars will ‘release’ 
the car’s roof to Corgi, by 
carrying the Corgi logo 
and as a result, will be 
modelled and marketed 
during the season as the 
Corgi car for that season. 
The owners who wish to 
participate in this idea will 
be able to put their cars 
forward and these will 
then be voted on by the 
Committee and Corgi be-
fore the season starts. 
One proviso, is that the 
two cars must compete in 
the whole season. Yet 
again, more about this in 
the next month or so. 

 
Well this is about all I can 
chat about before I write 
my annual comments in 
the forthcoming PITLANE. 
An ideal Christmas pre-
sent for the wife, I hear 
you say! 

C H AI RM AN ’ S C H AT 
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NEXT EVENT -  M 7RC A GM    

Sunday 7 February 

The Chiltern Hotel  
Waller Avenue,  

Luton,  
Bedfordshire,  

LU4 9RU 
 

Tel: +44 (0)1582 575911   
Fax: +44 (0)1582 581859  

Email: info@chilternhotel.co.uk 
Web: www.chilternhotel.co.uk  

 

The meeting will commence at 
11.00 am  

Tea and Coffee provided 

The fifth Mini 7 Racing Club Annual 
General Meeting will be held at the 
Chiltern Hotel in Luton on Sunday 7 
February 2010.   

The agenda will be published in the 
January newsletter and if you have 
something you wish to add to the 
agenda please send an email to Nick 
Cooke or Dave Older by Tuesday 12 
January. 

Nominations for candidates to stand 
for committee positions must be re-
ceived in writing by the Company Sec-
retary by Tuesday 12 January .  If you 
wish to stand, or you know of anyone 
who wishes to be nominated, please 
contact Dave Older via email. 

 
Contacts 
Dave Older:  dave.older@mini7.co.uk  

Nick Cooke: nick.cooke@mini7.co.uk  
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shop at 

www.mini7.co.uk/
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2009 PI TL ANE TAKI NG  SH APE   

Collectors have been 
rushing to buy the new 
Dave Edgecombe 
Mini Miglia Corgi due 
to the apparent rarity 
of this model.   Corgi 
have only produced 
1200 of this car and 
have not released  it 
on general sale.  The 
M7RC stock of this 
model have been fly-
ing off the shelves. 
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Flying Corgis 

Max Hunter returned 
to winning ways when 
he took victory in the 
FUN CUP UK six hour 
race at Snetterton on 
14 November.  Racing 
with Jason Porter, Max 
was 49 seconds 
ahead of their nearest 
rivals at the end of the 
race in the Happy 
Racing VW Fun Cup 
TDi. 

Max on Top Form 

Mini 7 Racing Club 
membership makes a 
great Christmas pre-
sent.  For just £18 you 
can treat your friends 
a family to a gift that 
isn’t just for Christmas 
but will last a whole 12 
months.   

See page 11 for de-
tails or go online at 
www.mini7.co.uk 

Club Membership 

The new look Pitlane 
Magazine is nearing 
completion and will 
be available at the 
Annual General Meet-
ing on February 7 
2010. 

 

The magazine has 
been given a make 
over by editor Jeff 
Carter to give it a 
more modern look.  It 
will feature a review of 
2009 with race reports, 
results and images 
from all the rounds 
and the awards eve-
ning.  The second half 
of the magazine is 
turned over to editori-
als aimed at provid-
ing information for 
both existing and 
new members. 

 

Features include a 
look forward to the 
Mini Miglia 40th birth-
day in 2010, inter-
views with drivers 
past and present and 
a look at how to go 
racing with the Mini 7 
Racing Club.  

N E W S I N  BR I E F  



between £15 and £30. 

 

The consensus of opin-
ion was to keep the 
event free to visitors 
and it was obvious the 
public voted with their 
feet towards the Mini 
7 Racing Club ga-
rage. 

 

Interview with 

1970s Mini 

Se7en racer 

Norman Finn   
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Success at Race Car Live 

whether to start charg-
ing for passenger rides 
as some of the other 
exhibitors were doing.  
The new Abarth 500 
Championship were 
asking visitors to part 
with £150 for a run out 
in the new champion-
ship machinery while 
others were charging 

The Mini 7 Racing Club 
put on a great show at 
the recent RaceCar 
Live event with our 
garage being the one 
of the busiest in the 
Pitlane all weekend.  
The feedback from 
the members who at-
tended was extremely 
positive and the event 
has already attracted 
new members to the 
Club.  There were also 
a number of enquiries 
from potential new 
racing members and 
we’ll see if we can in-
crease the number of 
new drivers for the first 
race of 2010 at Rock-
ingham next April. 

 

The big debate was 

A A R O N  LA P S BR A N D S F O R C H A R I T Y 

  

 

 

Aaron Smith was cer-
tainly a busy lad at the 
RaceCar Live weekend.  
Not only did the driver 
from Kent help the M7RC 
attract new members by 
bringing his Miglia along 
he also rode a bike 
around the 1.1-mile 
Brands Hatch Indy circuit 
to raise money for char-
ity.  

 

The bike ride was in aid 
of Apprentices Are MAD 
trip to Costa Rica to build 
a bridge for a local com-
munity to cross a river 
and is hoping to raise 
£400. However he is try-
ing to get more than this 
target and any money 
over for the trip will be 
donated to Great Or-
mond Street.  If you wish 
to sponsor Aaron please 
email him at adriancar-
olsmith@tiscali.co.uk 
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Bend, make sure the 
wheels are in a straight 
line if you head for the 
gravel! Castle Combe- 
apparently it rained? 
Donington Park, Croft 
and Snetterton-
Whoops! rounded off 
the end of the season.  

 

“A fantastic club at-
mosphere, fun racing, 
socialising and all to be 
done at a very sensible 
cost. Thanks Mini 7 and 
to everyone who 
helped me complete 
the season. 

 

Team Munns, Peter 
Vickers, Paul Simmonds, 
Ward Mackenzie, Ian 
Curley, Mum! and all 
the people I have pes-
tered in the paddock 
for advice.  With sup-
port to Great Ormond 
Street Hospital Charity” 

 

The 2009 Race Car Live 
event at Brands Hatch 
was supported by 
many members of the 
Mini 7 Racing Club and 
a great atmosphere 
was experienced in the 
paddock during the 
weekend.  Aaron Smith 
was one of the drivers 
who attended with his 
Mini Miglia after com-
pleting his first season in 
the category.  Aaron 
produced an open let-
ter which he stuck on 
the windscreen of his 
Miglia. It certainly at-
tracted a lot of atten-
tion and was a great 
advert for the Club.  
Here is what he said:- 

“One  year ago, I came 
to Race Car Live and 
was taken round the 
circuit in a Mini Miglia 
Race Car.  Having 
done that I then set 
about finding out about 
the series and where 
cars were available 
and the costs for the 
season of racing. 1 
month later we pur-
chased ‘The Pink Mini’ 
from Sarah Munns – 
Long-term female mini 
racer. 

  

“A great aspect of the 
mini 7 club is that you 
can talk to the drivers 
and mechanics who 

will advise you the best 
route to take and if you 
ever need help, there is 
always someone on 
hand. Over the winter 
we took part in a cou-
ple of track days to 
generate a feel for the 
car and to get to grips 
with the different han-
dling as apposed to 
karting which I had 
done for many years 
previously. First official 
days’ testing was Rock-
ingham; and it rained. 
This helped me to gain 
experience in the wet 
weather and was also 
amazing fun.  

 

“This season, we com-
peted at Rockingham, 
Silverstone GP- A rare 
chance to see the 
mini’s on the full F1 cir-
cuit- Mini Miglia flat out 
on the Hangar Straight- 
Awesome. Brands 
Hatch-Paddock Hill 

WHY C HOOSE M I NI 7  RACI NG ?  
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By Aaron Smith  



Membership of the 
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"The Norman Finn Trophy 
came about because I 
had about nine seasons 
of pretty good racing 
and met a lot of really 
good people and I just 
felt it would be nice to 
leave something behind 
as I moved on to some-
thing else and that's how 
it really came about. We 
looked for something 
that was a little bit differ-
ent and there wasn't a 
trophy for pole positions 
so we settled on that." 

 

"A lot of friends I made in 
this club I still have, but 
unfortunately we're all 
getting old now, but it is 
great to see the Mini 7 
Racing Club continuing 
to thrive."  

The Norman Finn Tro-
phy is presented to the 
driver with the most 
pole positions in Mini 
Se7ens and was won 
this year by Kane 
Astin.  At the recent 
RaceCar Live event at 
Brands Hatch Norman 
Finn, who raced Mini 
Se7ens in the 1970s, 
was there with his Por-
sche 968 in the Por-
sche Club garage and 
came down to say 
hello where he had a 
quick chat with Jeff 
Carter. 
 

"I started racing Minis in 
1971 and continued until 
1979.  I have fond 
memories of that time.  
There were enormous 
grids and it was very diffi-
cult to get a place, there 
were always reserves. 
Unless you got your entry 
forms in on time you 
stood a chance of not 
getting a race at all.  As 
the season went on and 
you were running rea-
sonably high in the 
championship you were 
given preferential treat-
ment.  It was great rac-
ing though and the ca-
maraderie was a big part 
of it and it was just a 
good weekend away.  
Everybody helped every-
body in the paddock but 
on the track it was every 
man for himself, which is 
fair enough. 

 

"I was up against such as 
Reg Armstrong, Chris Ty-
rell, Graham Wenham 
and Mick Moss, who 
were always front runners 
and very quick boys.  I 
think I'm right in saying 
that Reg Armstrong held 
lap records for quite a 
long time at most of the 
circuits.  Around here at 

Brands Hatch Mick Moss 
was the quickest ever 
and pretty untouchable 
here I would have said. 
For constancy Reg and 
Chris Tyrell were the driv-
ers. 

 

"I have to be honest I 
haven't seen the Mini 
Se7ens for many years 
and looking at these cars 
it would be nice to pick it 
up again and familiarise 
myself with the specifica-
tions.  In my day they 
were only 850cc and it 
would be interesting to 
look at the times com-
pared to the 850 cars.  
It's great to see that 
there are still big grids, 
which so many formulas 
haven't now. 

 

"We've been running 
a Porsche 968 in the 
Porsche Club Cham-
pionship.  We've run 
Porsches for quite a 
few years now but 
we're just about to 
make a change and 
will probably go to 
historics with some-
thing like an Escort.  
We might look at a 
Mini Miglia; my son, 
who does the driv-
ing, suggested it so it 
might be a possibil-
ity. 

 

INTER VI EW WI TH N ORMAN  FI NN  
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Kane Astin is presented the 2009 Norman Finn 
Trophy by M7RC Chairman Nick Cooke 
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Congratulations to 

our 2009 Champions 

Andy Hack 

Kane Astin 

Julian Affleck 

Dave Drew 

Terry Barringer 
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2009 C H AMPI ONSHI P POSI TI ONS 

1  1  Andy Hack   160 
2  83  Colin Peacock   136 
3  6  Paul Thompson   135 
4  4  Mark Sims   134 
5  10  Sarah Munns   128 
6  29  Dave Drew (N)   111 
7  5  Dave Edgecombe   84 
8  21  Aaron Smith (N)   75 
9  24  Nuno Pimenta   75 
10  13  Phil Harvey   69 
11  3  Mark Smith   68 
12  42  Paul Simmonds   66 
13  88  Daniel Wheeler   57 
14  72  Robert Howard (N)   45 
15 20 Endaf Owens  52 
16 69 Tony Le May  51 
17  28  Robert Humphreys   50 
18  75  Paul Brown   48 
19  74  James Lindridge   44 
20 53 Niven Burge  40 

1  3  Kane Astin   155 
2 8 Niven Burge  140 
3  46  Max Hunter   134 
4  23  Ricky Horne   125 
5  22  Graeme Davis   117 
6  52  Nathan Burge   117 
7  82  Andrew Ruthven   107 
8  11  Ian Deviny   100 
9  35  Paul Spark   94 
10  20  Darren Thomas   93 
11  77  Tristen Knight   84 
12  60  Malcolm Keat   69 
13 85 Andrew Deviny  64 
14  5  Dick Hunter   63 
15  34  Anthony Towey   63 
16  9  James Coulson   58 
17  13  Graham Edwards   49 
18  91  Julian Affleck (S)   48 
19  48  Terry Barringer (N)   46 
20 15 Steve Baker  45 

Dunlop Mini Miglia Challenge 

FINAL 

Dunlop Mini Se7en Challenge 

FINAL 

1. 29 Dave Drew   32 
2. 21 Aaron Smith   22 
3. 72 Rob Howard   17 

Dunlop Mini Miglia Challenge 

Novice Championship 

1. 48 Terry Barringer    36 
2. 69 Steve Trench       32 
3. 95 Julian Proctor[S]  28 

Dunlop Mini Se7en Challenge 

Novice Championship 

1. 91 Julian Affleck   70 ** 
2. 95 Julian Proctor   70 
3. 92 Kevin O'Shea   31 
4. 93 Trevor Craze   22 
 
** Julian Affleck won the 2009 Dunlop Mini Se7en S Class 
Championship due to the fact he had 7 class wins to Julian 
Proctor’s 3 wins  

Dunlop Mini Se7en Challenge 

S Class Championship 
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Advert 4: 

Bryan James Trailer for 
Sale 

2 years old covered with 
front door and rear 
ramp. spare wheel on 
holder, rear stays  

electric winch  & all the 
Bryan james extras  

  

Nice and light tows at 90, 
get to the races with car 
nice and clean. Get 
home from the races 
and leave your car in its 
own little garage  Trailer 
is 11ft long, 5,9 wide  

  

PRICE: £1500  

Contact Mark Wanstall 
M:07767611591 anytime...  

Advert 3: 

For sale Dan Wheeler's  
Miglia 

The ex Dan Wheeler car 
comes with spare tyres 
and wheels a small se-
lection of spares.  The 
car has had only light 
use this year and was 
only used to gain Dans 
signatures to up grade 
his license. Now going 
historic racing.  Great 
car very straight with all 
the right bits  

  

£11,750 ono  

  

call Dan Wheeler on 
07880 795958 or Andy 
Hack 07702 822837 

More adverts 

are available in 

the classified 

section at 

www.mini7.co.

uk                
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Advert 1: 

For sale by Pitstop, Mark 
Smith's  Miglia 

Mark Smith's Miglia, Built 
by Rightline for Ian Gunn, 
this car has been used 
successfully by Mark for 
the last couple of sea-
sons, the car has all the 
right bits and it's pedi-
gree is not up for ques-
tion, it has however been 
a bit neglected for the 
last few races and would 
benefit from a bit of TLC.  
The body work needs 
tidying up but structurally 
it is in good nick.  I am 
open to sensible bids, the 
car comes exactly as I 
bought it, I can however 
do any work needed 
either in the price or after 
a deal is done. Have a 
bid, it's going to be very 
good value!  

  

Ralph Saunders  

T: 01993850653  

M: 07774635022 
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C L ASSI FI EDS 

In the  Next Issue of Pit & Paddock 
· All the latest news from the Mini 7 Racing Club 

· Looking Back on 2009 

· Next Event: AGM and Rockingham 
· 2009 Pitlane Magazine Preview 
· AGM Agenda 

Next Issue on  

19 January 2010 

More adverts in the classified section at www.mini7 .co.uk/classified.asp 

Advert 2: 

Championship Winning 
S Class Engine for sale 

This engine won the 
2006 S class champion-
ship (novice season) 
and was runner up in 
2007. Built by OAP Engi-
neering to the ultimate 
S class spec using 
mainly new parts In-
cludes starter motor 
and alternator.  

  

Price: £1500  

  

Contact Tristen Knight: 
07748308751 or email 
dj_tnyt@hotmail.com  

  

Advert 3: 

Richard Longman Miglia 
Engine for Sale 

 

This engine was built by 
Richard Longman has a 
Steel crank , dry decked , 
complete with carb, ex-
haust manifold, starter 
motor, ecu. and Jack 
Knight dog box. With 3.9 
crown wheel but no diff.  

  

Before this was taken 
from the car it was put on 
Gerald Dales rollers and 
gave the correct power.  

  

PRICE: £4950.00  

CTC: Robert Morris 07771 
902456  



M7RC AGM 

Sunday 7 

February 2010 

See Page 3 for 

details 

Contacts 

Mike Jackson 
0121 707 5881 

mike.jackson@mini7.co.uk 

 

Jeff Carter 
07969 157921 

jeff.carter@mini7.co.uk 

www.mini7.co.uk  

for the latest 
news and results 

2 010  C A L E N D A R ( P R O V I S I O N A L)  

 Date Venue Information 

 7 February Luton AGM 

Round 1 10 April Rockingham Dunlop Great & British 

Rounds 2, 3 8/9 May Snetterton Dunlop Great & British 

Round 4 29 May Oulton Park Dunlop Great & British 

Rounds 5, 6 26/27 June Pembrey Dunlop Great & British 

Round 7 18 July Castle Combe Dunlop Great & British 

Round 8 28 or 29 August Thruxton Dunlop Great & British 

 Mid Sep or Mid Oct TBC TBC 

Rounds 9, 10 30/31 October Brands Hatch BARC Truck Festival 

 TBC TBC 2009 Awards Evening 

JOI N  THE SUPPORTERS C LUB  

· Access to the mem-
bers only area of 
the M7RC website. 

· Special ‘Mini Only’ 
c a r  p a r k  a t          
selected rounds  

· Subscription to the 
Pit and Paddock 
newsletter and   
Pitlane  Magazine 

· Invitation to M7RC 
social events. 

· Discount on M7RC 
Souvenir Collection 

 

For more information 
visit the Mini 7 website 
or contact Mike Jack-
son. 

You don’t have to be 
a race driver to be a 
member of the M7RC. 
For an annual fee of 
just £18, when booked 
online, Mini 7 Racing 
Supporters Club mem-
bers will enjoy a range 
of benefits and exclu-
sive offers, which in-
clude: 

· Special ticket offers 
at selected round 

· Discounts on M7RC 
sponsors products. 

Here are some dates 
for your 2010 diary. 
 
 

28 Jan - 3 Feb 2010 
Monte Carlo Rallye 
Historique 
www.acm.mc 
 

31 January 
Mini Fair 2010 
Staffordshire County 
Showground 
www.britishminiclub.co.uk 
 

 

12-14 March 
Race Retro 
Stoneleigh Park 
www.raceretro.co.uk 
 

16 May 
London to Brighton 
Crystal Palace to Ma-
deira Drive 
www.london-to-brighton.co.uk 

 

21-24 May 
IMM 2010 
Germany 
www.imm2010.de 
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